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“This is the future of our
community, giving back
and inspiring Florida’s
mext generation.”™

/' Friendts ol Manatea | sgoon,
Fear passaon for education

and consenation is unmistakatle, &
longfame communications and cudnreach
leader, she has built her caresr around
connecing people with purpose. Now,_ 85
Exaculive Drecior of the Faara Beach,
Horida-hasad nonprofil, she channels
thal same enengy inlo probecting ons of
Horida's most baloved species.

\K 7 han Szrah Marmion Lalks shool

For me, it's aboul leanng in—sesng
wheane your can help,” Marmeon said.
Shen I'm mechved in a project. | ahwvays
wanl 1o take il 1o the next level”

This new carser adven|urs & tolead tha
miszion of Friends ol Manaies | agoon,
which = steaped in educaling the public
ahod manaless and crasfing comeranily
parinarships thal support protectng ther
hahital and speciicaly their primany food
SOLNCE, SEAOREES.

*Thea rofe of Friends of Manates Lagoon
axlands beyond lhe campus al Mansies
Lagoon — An FPL Foo-Discovery
Camer, and we are focused on siratemc
parinarships thal halp take ow story and
initialives out imo the commumity”

"W work veny clossly wilh ika-mindad
organirabons,” sha added. “Bave fhe
Mansiea, for instanca, | oggerhoasd
Mannaiie Center. — we're parl of this
commurnity and we are gl cerlainly mone

porwerful bogetihar.”

Marmion has spant har career halping
organizaions engags the pubic
gound comples topics such Bs
anargy, sustamabdily, snd now marina
coneanalion. At Friencs of Manatos
Lagoon, sha will be responsible lor
creating nilialives that will bring the story
b a5 many pecple 85 possible.

“For mslance, wa ang planning 1o

work with the Paim Beach County
Emaronmental Resouwrces Managamaant
I a=srst with & walar quality moniloring
program n tha Lakas Worth Lagoon so
wa can irack tha cvarall health of the



waler, which has a direct impaci on
seagqrass viabiity”

[hoee reasons for canng aboul seagqrass
arg crificat seapass s the pamary food
sonce for manaless, which sufferad
maorlality events"

“tboul & quarier of the lolal Horda
manales poputation slanved,” Marmion
ackded. "It was {amitda,”

[0 rass awarenass, Friends of Manstos
Lagoan hosts aducational eshibs,
precants &l lange public gatherings,
&nd locks for opporiumiiies 1o support
recearch and proacls. Every year, the
organiration hosts s anmel Soires or
Seagass fundraiser aach November (o
raise funds jor ouireach end edwcalion thiere wess talk ahood reopeming the thiry do on land atbects whal happens in
. vieswing centss,” Marmion recaled. ®Il all the water.”
“Wetry bo 1ol people, ifyoue oul ona  came iopether, and that's what led 1o

baoat, b careful. i you'ra in a manales Manates | agoon.” Marmicn credis many meniors and
no-wEke rone, pay attertion. Walch consarahon leades who've infuencad
whese you anchor. A bol of pecpla are She smiles, remembering the parly days.  Per wark, inchuding endronmantal

new boalers who didn'i grow up here, =0 monaers Amber Howell of FWC and the

er education locuses on thal and tha “It's & lol mons than i aver was. All the lata James "Huddy™ Powell,

impartance of prolecing seagrass. OQur bocals knew you could see manateas \ )
ecogysiam is amasing, bul it s vuinerabile  hers bong bealore ihis bulding sdsied ™ Amber Inads the Manaies affort for this

¥ nech protected.” part of Forida,” Sarah said. *5he’s a rock
g e Education is caniral lo both star. ['ve s2on her personally rescue and
Crwar ten years ago. when Manatee Marmion's leadership and to the retease dosans of manateas.
oot foea e Powel, who helped design Manalee
Sar BT eSO o :
sffort. The emirormentdl scucation *Education needs help and support” she  LEgoon, lalt a lasling impression as well
canier is separalely managed by FIPL, sal *This i the fulwe of our community, .« .
and Friends of Manaiee Lagoon B an gaing back and insparing Foridsrs ;ﬁﬂwmlnmﬁ;”“p‘immﬁw
“dﬂp"’jml.'m*'“m””@mm el geneeation.” *He worked for FL for years, did serial
i .ﬁﬂ'ﬁllbﬂf.m_il‘rmusls e 3 counis, wiole books—his whols ile was
an uniikely partnership behwsan The nonprofit also works with leckcalad o i
mabure and mdustny, The warm watar ceearErahons like ANGAR Foundaon : .
cutfiow Trom the Morids Power & Light {0 study waler curments and poonin. When it comas o keadarship and e,
Compary {FPL) power plani nesd door 2 tha lagoon, Wammion's advice & simple but powerful,
relaazad inlo | ake Worth | agoon, which
atiracls manatees during codler monihs.  *They rack debris, and we halp by *Lsadership is a journey, not a

Manates | agoon is pomed nght across throwing biodegradahis wood postecards - destineton. He patient, stay umble, and

Ircum the plant, proseding a unkgus views into (he water.” Sarsh added. *Thenthey — mever underestimats thie power of wour

of the manatoes when they hoad thareio ses whee the posicands ravel, and i woaca. Mo malier whiane you are, you have

get warm diring the winler 10 02t WML shows how sverything connects. You a dlislingd point of views, The erndronmiani
. neads passionals youndg keaders now

“Whan manatees are bakwes, thay leam ﬂr: :_?Eﬁm Irmeim“hmt:mmuudﬂm?m mare (han esar”

from their mothers whare jo go when mherﬂlh e

tha water temperature drops,” Sarah BTN In fact, &= Sarah puts &, leadership and

explgned, s just sort of wired nfo thewr e g paese o0 i i laeaone Hhal consanalion go hand in hand.

spacias now. Thay know whera they can bring the massage home.

0o I gel warm.” mﬁfumﬁ:mm

. i = meslonng sealyass,
For dacades, locals gathered in grassy 1;51“&!;?;3%“ E.ear:is echcaEling & classronm, of Saving & sgle
ots to walch the maneiees surface n wpanddownLake  manaiee it ol matters.”
the winier. But after /11, thearaawas ~ "Worih Lagoon wher runoff comes oul,
clnsad for security reasons. Manmion sad. “You canlilerally seepiles And, under har guidance, Friends of

of garbage =itting oul in the water where Manates Lagoon continues 1o bang
"When the planl was modamensd the pipes dran ther conlents. Sowe by pedple closer 1o nature —one visilorn, ona
and corverled from ol to natural gas, 1o help peopls understand how whal shudenl, and one slony &t 8 me.
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